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with the student (strengths, challenges, attitudes, and interests), work within the stu-
dent’s contexts, and fit the student’s tasks (Bryant & Bryant, 2003; Raskind & Bryant, 
2002; Scherer & Craddock, 2002).

Beyond the SETT and MPT, other grant-funded projects and initiatives created 
decision-making tool kits for IEP teams to use in considering and selecting assistive 
technology for individual students. For example, the Wisconsin Assistive Technology 
Initiative (WATI) created an assessment system to help IEP teams identify the types 
of technology that may benefit students with various disabilities, based on the students’ 
abilities and challenges, environments, and tasks (Gierach, 2009). Lahm et al. (2002) 
developed the University of Kentucky Assistive Technology (UKAT) Toolkit, which 
provides resources in the form of worksheet-like pages to complete in order to guide an 
IEP team through assistive technology decision making. Lastly, the National Assistive 
Technology Research Institute (NATRI) developed an assistive technology planner 
for use by teachers, parents, and students to actively participate in assistive technology 
planning and decision making on an IEP team (Bausch & Ault, 2008; Bausch, Ault, 
& Hasselbring, 2006).

When IEP teams are making assistive technology decisions, they may opt for a stu-
dent to try out an assistive technology device or tool before recommending that the pupil 
use such assistive technology. IEP teams can take advantage of state lending libraries. For 
example, in the state of Indiana, the Promoting Achievement through Technology and 
Instruction for all Students (PATINS) Project (www.patinsproject.com) serves as the 
statewide technical assistance network for assistive technology. PATINS not only lends 
assistive technology to schools to aid in decision making but also provides educators in 
the state with professional development related to assistive technology through face-to-
face conferences as well as online tutorials or webinars. We recommend that IEP teams 
consult their state assistive technology project for resources as well as devices and tools 
available through their lending libraries. (See Table 5.3 for examples of state programs.)

Assistive Technology and the IEP
As previously noted, IEP teams (and individualized family service plan teams for 
youngsters from birth to age 3) are required to consider assistive technology for all 
students with disabilities. Assistive technology is included within a student’s IEP as 
appropriate. It can be represented in multiple ways—for instance, as a related service, 
as an accommodation, or as an annual goal or short-term objective, where appropriate  

  TABLE 5.2  Resources for Assistive Technology Decision-Making Frameworks or Assessments

Decision-Making Framework/Assessment Resources

Student, Environments, Tasks, and Tools 
(SETT)

www.joyzabala.com/Documents.html

(Downloadable documents to assist in implementing the SETT framework)

Wisconsin Assistive Technology Initiative 
(WATI)

www.wati.org/?pageLoad=content/supports/free/index.php (Downloadable 
documents to assist in assistive technology decision making and assessments)

University of Kentucky Assistive Technology 
(UKAT) Toolkit 

edsrc.coe.uky.edu/www/ukatii/

(Downloadable documents to assist in assistive technology decision making)

National Assistive Technology Research 
Institute (NATRI), Assistive Technology 
Planner 

natri.uky.edu/atPlannermenu.html

www.tamcec.org/publications/planning-tools/

(Downloadable kit and for-purchase documents to assist in assistive technology 
decision making)


